Report from the IPID Workshop 14th of March, IT University, Stockholm, Sweden

A workshop was arranged by IPID, the International network for Postgraduate students in the area of ICT4D, at the IT University, Stockholm, Sweden the 14th of March, organised by Gudrun Wicander, Karlstad University and Annika Andersson, Örebro University together with Fatima Santala from SPIDER. The workshop provided a supportive environment for research dialogues among postgraduate students affiliated to nine different universities in Sweden. The workshop was opened with a presentation of SPIDER made by Athanassia Fourla.  Following was information from the SPIDER director, Dr. Afzal Sher, who gave insights in activities and projects arranged and sponsored by SPIDER. 

The participating junior researchers gave presentations of their on-going research or research plans including: 

Ruth Nalumaga, PhD candidate, Högskolan i Borås & University of Gothenburg / Makerere University, Uganda. Her research is aimed at understanding information processes and practices proceeding legislative decision making, together with their utilization of both formal information infrastructure and informal sources.  

Karin Hansson, PhD candidate, KTH/Stockholm University, will defend her doctoral thesis in the beginning of June 2007 about disaster modelling. Karin has in her thesis developed a tool for risk analysis and assessment of flood cooping strategies with a focus on developing countries. 

Linda Johansson Hedberg, PhD candidate, KTH/ Stockholm University has written a licentiate thesis about telecenters. 

Amos M. Nungu, PhD candidate, KTH/Dar Es Salaam Institute of Technology (DIT), is focusing on creating sustainable broadband markets in rural areas taking Tanzania as a case study.  

Mohammed Arif Hasan Chowdbury, MS student, Stockholm University / International Islamic University Chittagong, Bangladesh, is interested in combing e-learning and e-health in Bangladesh with focus on knowledge about pregnancy. 

Ali Ndiwalana, PhD candidate, Mid University/ Makerere University, Uganda, has a focus on mobile phones and other low-cost technologies and their potential to enhance the performance of small businesses in developing countries. 

Jabiri Kuwe Bakari, PhD candidate, KTH/ Stockholm University/ University of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, will defend his doctoral thesis in May 2007 about potential solutions in relation to the management of ICT security in developing countries. 

Yaregal Assabie, PhD candidate, Halmstad University/ Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia, defended his licentiate thesis on December 8, 2006 with the title "Multifont Recognition System for Ethiopic Script” about Optical Character Recognition (OCR) System for Ethiopic text with the objective to develop a system that automatically coverts paper based Ethiopic text to its equivalent machine-editable text. 

David Kiwana, PhD candidate, Lund University/ Makerere University, Uganda. His proposed research area is to develop a framework that spells out requirements for designing efficient financial management systems. Issues to address include efficient database design and effective application development requirements. 

Halifa John Mjengwa, MS, Stockholm University, with research interest in the use of open source in Tanzania with focus on Linux.  

Dawit Mengistu, PhD candidate, Blekinge Institute of Technology ,doing research in multi agent based simulation in grid environment with holistic approach as a method for simulating social activities. 

Omar Faisal, MS, KTH/ Stockholm University/ Queens University, Bangladesh with research interest in project sustainability in Bangladesh concerning e-health, e-governance, and e-learning. 

Annika Andersson, PhD candidate, Örebro University.  Her work deals with ICT based distance education in Bangladesh and Sri Lanka and aims at understanding the inhibiting and facilitating factors for students in e-learning projects. 

Gudrun Wicander, PhD candidate, Karlstad University, will study the use of mobile phones in the public financial management process. 

Finally a discussion was held about what IPID can do for post graduate students in the area of ICT4D. Several participants requested a mutual PhD course on ICT 4D with focus on development and globalisation; “What is the ‘D’ in ICT4D?”

A coming event arranged by IPID is an international symposium at Karlstad University, Sweden the 30 – 31st of August, 2007. 

If you are a postgraduate student you are welcome to register to become a member of the network at: www.spidercentre.org/PID
