Information about the 2nd ICT4D Postgraduate Symposium
The 2nd International Annual Symposium for Postgraduate Students in the area of ICT4D will be held at Karlstad University, Sweden, between the 30th and 31st August 2007. The symposium is arranged by IPID, the International Network for Post Graduate Students in the area of ICT4D, and supported by SPIDER (The Swedish Program for ICT in Developing Regions). The first annual symposium was inaugurated by the ICT4D Collective at Royal Holloway, University of London in September 2006.

The symposium will be a forum where postgraduates can present their ongoing work and get feedback from their peers as well as from participating more senior colleagues. The symposium is designed above all to provide an informal environment where postgraduates can share their research findings and ideas in a non-judgemental way. The area of ICT4D includes a wide range of fields of studies. By attending the symposium postgraduates can improve their understanding of the most significant current research issues.

Core Purposes

The symposium has four main aims:

· To encourage the sharing of research ideas and practices among postgraduates in the field of ICT4D

· To provide an opportunity for postgraduate students at all stages in their careers to present their findings in a friendly and supportive atmosphere

· To enable postgraduate students at an early stage in their career to gain advice and suggestions from other participants.

· To network and further strengthen the existing network between researchers

within ICT4D

Keynote speakers

Prof. Tim Unwin, UNESCO Chair in ICT4D, RHUL, UK

Prof. Hans Rosling, KI, Sweden

Director Afzal Sher, SPIDER, Sweden

Associate Prof. Khalid Rabayah, Palestine

Participation

The symposium is open to all postgraduate students with interests in the area of ICT4D. Papers should be of a maximum length of 15 minutes to permit feedback from other participants. Every presentation will be followed by 10 minutes of discussion.  All papers will have two discussants selected by the symposium committee. Postgraduates can also participate without presenting papers.
Format
The symposium will be held over two days, and the conference schedule will be determined once details of the presenters have been finalized. We are keeping the presentations including discussion to 25 minutes in length to ensure maximum participation.
Location

The symposium will be held at Karlstad University, in the southern part of Sweden. The University is located in suburban surroundings close to nature about 7 km from the city centre in the region of Värmland. The region is noted for its beautiful scenery and rich cultural heritage. Situated on the northern shore of Lake Vänern, Karlstad is ideally placed in central Sweden with convenient access to the major urban centres of Stockholm, Gothenburg, and Oslo, by car, bus, train, or air.
See  http://www.kau.se/studentlife/travel.lasso for more information about the University and how to get there.
Accommodation
The committee will support the participants with low-budget accommodation alternatives
Language

The Language of the symposium is English

Committee

Gudrun Wicander, Karlstad University, Sweden

Annika Andersson, Örebro University, Sweden

Marcus Duveskog, Joensuu University, Finland 

Ziad El-Khatib, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

Attendance

To register your interest in the symposium, please complete the attached form and send it to ipid@kau.se by the latest 1st August. To permit feedback from the selected discussants the committee needs the papers by the latest 1st August. To maintain the intimacy and richness necessary for this type of event, the number of participants is limited to 50 including 25 presentations and 25 listeners. 

There is no registration or attendance fee. There will be hand-outs offered free of charge. Participants will need to pay for their meals and refreshments as well as transport and accommodation. If the attendee is affiliated with a Swedish University they can apply for funding to gudrun.wicander@kau.se in support of their attendance.

The IPID network is supported by The Swedish Program for ICT in Developing Regions (SPIDER).




